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Put on the Jersey, and Get in the Game

Sunday, August 22 | was preaching on some basics of our Christian life. | started the mes-
sage with Peter’s message at Pentecost. Acts 2:41 says “Those who accepted his message
were baptized.” They accepted the message that Jesus is Savior and Lord; and they were bap-
tized. They believed in Jesus; and they went public with their faith. As | was speaking on this,
118 miles east of here, my 6-year-old grandson Barrett stood before a congregation making his
public profession of faith and he was baptized.

You may have accepted Jesus as your Savior, at the altar of our church. Maybe it was on a
youth retreat. Or maybe it was at home with your parents. Whatever the situation was when
you finally accepted Salvation through faith in Jesus; at some point every one of us needs to “go
public” and tell others.

Two weeks ago, Muscle Shoals High School had a Meet the Trojans, day. Every Trojan ath-
lete was introduced to a crowd of supporters. It was a big event and celebration. But what
those athletes really wanted was to run out of the locker room onto their home field, or home

court for the first game. Having your name called on a Sunday afternoon is nice; but the reason
they wear the uniform is to play the game.

In our Christian life we have to have a moment when we “go public” and tell others
“Jesus is my Savior”. And we need to tell others “/ am a member of this church family”.
Every one of us needs to declare our allegiance. But that’s only the beginning. Like ballplayers;
we need to get in the game. We need to join in ministry and kingdom work for Jesus.

As we start this football season, | hope you will start a new
ministry season with your teammates at Sheffield Methodist. Go
public with your faith; come to practice; then get in the game.

Coach Bart.
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General Fund
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Expenses—522,136.91
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Mission of the Month: September 2026
Isaiah’s Call

September Mission of the Month, we will be collect-
ing extra donations for the Isaiah’s Call ministry pro-
ject, which serves students in Colbert, Lauderdale, and Franklin coun-
ties who need extra food outside of school hours. SMC is a long-time part-
ner of this community program and has supported its efforts with dona-
tions for several years. Help us stock the shelves as the school year gets
started! To contribute, please donate:

- Muffin mixes (any flavor/brand);
- Granola bars (any variety/brand); and/or

- Saltine crackers (any brand).

These donations will be in addition to our regular monthly contribution.
Place all donations in the marked basket outside of the sanctuary or in the
Missions Room across from the church office.

We also hope to organize volunteer opportunities to help behind the scenes
at Isaiah’s Call. Stay tuned to church announcements for additional infor-
mation.
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Sheffield Kids/YOUTH Life

STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Bart Bowlin
bart@sheffieldmc.com
Youth Director:
Justin Miller Our Weekly Schedule
Children’s Director:
Jordan Platt
jordan@sheffieldmc.com
NextGenAdmin
Liz Bowlin
lizbowlin. kidmin@ gmail.com
Worship & Band Leader:
Shane Baker
shane baker@ mac.com
Choir Director & Music Minist_ry SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Drew Mills IN THE SANCTUARY
andrewleemills@gmail.com 10AM WORSHIP SERVICE
Office Mgr/Finance Admin: Join us for Online Worship. Please join us on
Samantha Hamilton-Ross Facebook Live Sunday mornings at 10am.
samantha@ sheffieldmc.com You may go to our Webpage & click on the link.
Birsery Workers: Sunday School — 9AM a'II ages!
v Wednesday Evenings
Morgan Dodson, Anna DeMorse, Wed. Night Meals
! ; Youth, Kids, Adult Small Groups-6pm
Manning Bowlin Chancel Choir Practice =7pm
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What about Gen Alpha’s Parents/Guardians?

Young people get their views of God and the Bible from somewhere. Typically, their
parents or guardians. Pew Research’s 2023-2024 Religious Landscape Study discovered the
following about parents with children under the age of 18:

® 22% of parents read the Bible at home at least once a week
® 38% of parents say religion is very important in their lives
® 25% of parents attend church at least once a week
[f the Bible and the church aren’t important to the parents and guardians, they are likely

not going to be important to their children either.

Questions for parents/guardians to consider:

. How do you model a biblical worldview in your everyday decisions and conversations at

home?

2. How do you help your children identify and process beliefs that are contrary to a biblical

worldview?

Mark your calendars! The Fall Festival is returning to Sheffield
Methodist Church on Sunday, October 18 from 4-6pm! We’ll

have live music, inflatable, a cake walk, and much more!

*This information comes from Reaching Generation Alpha: A Ministry Guide for Discipling the Church

Beyond the Screen by Shane Pruitt and Shelly Melia.



